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THE SECRET GARDEN
by Frances Hodgson Burnett

The setting of  any 
story impacts its 

characters and plot.  
The Setting

INDIA
Mary, the central character of The Secret Garden, 
is  born in India to English parents. Her father 
served in the British army in Colonial India. 
India became a colony of the British Empire in 
1857, and remained a colony until winning 
independence in 1947.  It is here (in Colonial 
India) where the story of The Secret Garden 
begins.

YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND
Yorkshire is  a historic county of Great Britain, 
and is the largest.  Even though it is  a historic 
region and name, it is still commonly used 
today to describe the particular region of 
northern England.

THE MOOR
The Moor is located in northern England, in 
Yorkshire.  In The Secret Garden, Mrs.  Medlock 
describes the Moor in winter as “a wild, dreary 
enough place with miles and miles  of wild land 
that nothing grows  on but heather and gorse 
and broom, and nothing lives on but ponies 
and wild sheep.”  When Mary arrives at her 
Uncle Archibald’s manor,  it is  this windy, cold, 
and dreary setting that greets her first.

Mary travels from 
India to Yorkshire, 

England after a 
cholera outbreak 

which orphans her.

British soldiers in Colonial India, 1880’s

Moors of  England Yorkshire, England

 PAGE 2



THE AUTHOR!  PAGE3

Oxford High School Theatre  | The Secret Garden March 20-23, 2013  |  Box Office: (248) 969-5321

EARLY YEARS
Frances Eliza Hodgson Burnett was born in 
Manchester, England on November 24, 
1849, the middle of five children.  when she 
was just 3 years old, her father passed away 
and when she was 15 years old her mother 
moved her family to Knoxville, Tennessee 
to be near her uncle’s family.  To help her 
family make money, Frances  began to write 
stories.  Her first story was published in 
1868.  Within a short time she was being 
published in several magazines,  and had 
earned enough money to move her family 
into a better home in Knoxville.

FAMILY LIFE
In 1873, after a year-long visit to England, 
Frances married her childhood neighbor, 
Swan Burnett.  Their first son (Lionel) was 
born the following year, and their second 
son (Vivien) was born not long after.  At this 
point, Frances was supporting her family 
completely through her writing.  In 1879, 
after meeting fellow writer Louisa May 
Alcott (most famous for Little Women) and a 
children’s  magazine editor, Frances began 
to write children’s fiction.  

IN ENGLAND & U.S.
By 1887, Frances  and her sons returned to 
England to live in London for a time.  
There, Frances continued to write, 
publishing novels  as well as stage 
adaptations of her stories.  One book, Sara 
Crewe, was  the beginnings of the book we 
now know as A Little Princess.

Sadly, in 1890, Frances’ oldest son died 
from tuberculosis.   The loss of her son 
deeply affected Frances.  In 1898, Frances 
divorced Swan Burnett and moved 
permanently to a house in England called 
Great Maytham Hall.   This  house’s  large 
gardens became an inspiration for The Secret 
Garden.

Frances returned to the United States 
in 1907 and settled on Long Island, New 
York,  where she would live for the 
remainder of her life.  The Secret Garden was 
published in 1911.  While it was  well 
received by the public, The Secret Garden was 
not nearly as popular as  other books 
Frances published.  Today, however, it is 
considered a classic of  children’s literature.

Frances Hodgson Burnett died on 
October 29, 1924 at the age of  74.

Many times, life 
experiences “inspire” 
our writing and our 

art.  After reading The 
Secret Garden, or 

watching the musical 
(and also reading this 

page), try to determine 
what might have 

influenced Frances 
Hodgson Burnett to 

write the story she did.

Frances Hodgson Burnett Original (1911) book cover
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The Secret Garden, at its core, is a story 
about resilience - how human beings, 
young and old alike, have within them 
the tools to overcome even the greatest 
of  obstacles. 

Mary, all of 10 years old, newly 
orphaned and making her way “alone” 
in the world,  discovers while working in 
the garden, and putting in hard work 
and time, that it is  possible to overcome 
the odds.  

Mary also discovers that even is 
somethings looks “dead” or lifeless on 
the outside, there is often new life to be 
found on the inside.   This  is  true with 
plants...and people.   No one expected 
the garden to flourish again, Colin to 
recover, or Archibald to love again.  
But as  Mary tends the garden (a 
metaphor for new life and healing),  she 
learns that with some care and 
attention, anything can grow.

March is reading month...the 
perfect time to read (or listen - see 

above) through a classic of  children’s 
literature with your child/class before 

going to see  it on stage! 

Follow the reading guide (below) to 
ensure reading success.  

Happy Reading!

Hard copy:  Available (limited) at your local/school libraries; Copies can also be ordered to be sent to your local library.

Entire (digital) book online (Project Gutenberg):  http://www.gutenberg.org/files/17396/17396-h/17396-h.htm 
Entire book on youtube* (Full audiobook with character voices & accents):  http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Yx_GpxQvi5E - Note:  If  listening through this audiobook, the video will start back up where you left off  when you return. 

*To avoid any visual distractions or possible inappropriate images  on youtube, go to www.quietube.com and drag the 
“quietube” button to your internet toolbar.   After clicking on a video you want to watch, simply click “quietube” on your toolbar 
and you can watch the video with nothing but white around it.  (Great tip for ALL parents & teachers!)

The Theme

Reading Guide
Monday, March 4 ...................Chapter 1
Tuesday, March 5.................Chapter 2-3
Wednesday, March 6...............Chapter 4
Thursday, March 7..................Chapter 5
Friday, March 8.......................Chapter 6
Saturday, March 9...................Chapter 7
Sunday, March 10...................Chapter 8
Monday, March 11..................Chapter 9
Tuesday, March 12................Chapter 10
Wednesday, March 13...........Chapter 11
Thursday, March 14..............Chapter 12
Friday, March 15...................Chapter 13
Saturday, March 16...............Chapter 14

Sunday, March 17...............Chapter 15
Monday, March 18................Chapter 16
Tuesday, March 19................Chapter 17
Wednesday, March 20...........Chapter 18 
March 21........Chapter 19 SEE SHOW!
March 22.......Chapter 20  SEE SHOW!
March 23........Chapter 21 SEE SHOW!
Saturday, March 24...............Chapter 22
Monday, March 25................Chapter 23
Tuesday, March 26................Chapter 24
Wednesday, March 27...........Chapter 25
Thursday, March 28..............Chapter 26
Friday, March 29...................Chapter 27

Reading Month

Where to read The Secret Garden:

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/17396/17396-h/17396-h.htm
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/17396/17396-h/17396-h.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx_GpxQvi5E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx_GpxQvi5E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx_GpxQvi5E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yx_GpxQvi5E
http://www.quietube.com
http://www.quietube.com
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READ TIME:  8 minutes

NEW WORDS:
Ayah - a nanny in India
tyrannical - cruel
governess  - a woman who works 

training/teaching children
disdaining  - treating someone as if 

he/she is of  less value than oneself
imploringly - in a begging manner
appalling - disgusting
cholera - an infections disease (often 

from dirty drinking water) that causes 
diarrhea, pain, and dehydration - can be 
fatal

desolation - loneliness; misery; waste

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1.  What do you think it would be like to be 

born in India?   What do you know 
about India?

2. T he Secret Garden was written in 
1911...over 100 years  ago!  How do you 
think the world was different then?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Missie Sahib (Mary) was  disagreeable 

because her mother and father barely 
spent time with her.  What are some 
things you love to do when you spend 
time with YOUR mom and dad?

2. How do you think being neglected by her 
parents affected Mary’s personality?

3. In other countries mean words might be 
different than mean words in America.  
In India, calling someone a “pig” is one 
of the most disrespectful things you can 
say.  Have you ever been called a mean 
word?  How did it make you feel?  Why 
do you think people use mean words?

4. What have you learned about Mary in 
Chapter #1?  (age,  country of birth, 
fami ly background, appearance, 
personality, etc.)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2
1.) Re-read the first paragraph in 

chapter one to your child/class.  While 
reading, have child/student(s) draw what 
they feel Mary must have looked like.   Have 
student(s) title their drawing when finished. 

Grades 3-5:
1.) Create a Venn Diagram (Appendix 

A).   Have student(s) label one 
circle “Mary” and the other 
circle with his/her own name.  
Have student(s) list qualities 
they share with Mary in the 
intersection of the circles, and 
qualities they don’t share in 
the separate parts  of the 
circles.  (Students can also 
create a second Venn diagram 
with classmates/parents. )  
Discuss  how people from 
different countries,  experiences, and home 
situations may act differently than you.  
Make predictions about Mary based on her 
personality and experiences.

2.)  The Secret Garden was written at the 
height of the British Empire, which is  why 
Mary grew up in India. (To see which parts 
of the world were under Britain’s  rule in 
1914 , see h t tp ://user s . e ro l s . com/
mwhite28/brit-emp.htm)  Look at the 
countries that are in between England and 
India (Appendix B)  and color the map.  
Discuss what it might be like for a child to 
have to travel that far  (from India to 
England) in 1911.  How might Mary get 
from one country to the other (i.e. type of 
transportation)?  What might she want to 
bring to her new life?   How long do you 
think it would take to get there? 

“When Mary 
Lennox was sent to 

Misselthwaite 
Manor to live with 

her uncle everybody 
said she was the 

most disagreeable 
looking child ever 

seen.”

http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/brit-emp.htm
http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/brit-emp.htm
http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/brit-emp.htm
http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/brit-emp.htm
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READ TIME:  11 minutes / 7 minutes

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 2):
contrary - disagreeable
clergyman - a religious man (like a 

pastor/priest)
impudent - bold; disrespectful
hunchback - a person with a 

deformed back
sallow - yellow
discomfited - embarrassed
indifference - lack of  interest; apathy

moor - rolling wasteland
Yorkshire  - a northern county in 

England (also a dialect used in that county)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 3):
waterproofs - raincoats
parcels - suitcases/packages

brougham - a carriage with a 
passenger cab and driver’s seat on the 
outside (see picture to the right)

vicarage - disagreeable

singular - odd; remarkable

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. If you were to take a long trip across 

many countries, what would you want to 
bring with you?  How would you most 
want to travel (car, boat, airplane, horse/
carriage, etc.)?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1.  Why is Mrs.  Medlock unhappy about 

having to take Mary to Yorkshire? (2)
2. What does Mary learn about her uncle 

and his home while traveling with Mrs. 
Medlock?  How does Mary react? (2)

3. Why do you think Mary doesn’t offer to 
help Mrs. Medlock with luggage? (3)

4. After being taken to her new home, 
Mary finds what two pleasant things  in 
her room? (3)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Draw a picture of what you think 

Mary’s Uncle Archibald’s mansion might 
look like.   Would you like to live in the 
mansion described?  Why or why not? 

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Research the moors of 

England using a google image 
search.  Do you think they are 
beautiful or ugly?  Why?  If 
desired,  draw your own moor 
landscape.

2.)  Using googlemaps, 
(c l ick “Get Direct ions” ) 
d e t e r m i n e t h e d i s t a n c e 
between Bombay, India and 
the city of York, in north 
Yo r k s h i r e  E n g l a n d .  
(Although York was not the 
destination of Mary and Mrs. Medlock, it 
may have been n ea r the fic t iona l 
Misselthwaite Manor).  Find out how long 
this  trip would take in a car.  Then make 
predictions of how long you feel the trip 
might take in the brougham in which Mary 
was riding. Look at the journey shown on 
the map.  Do you think it would be faster if 
Mary traveled by land and sea? How long 
do you think that might take? What is the 
longest trip you have taken, and how did it 
make you feel?  How is  travel different now 
than it was in 1911?

3.)  With an adult, research the origins 
of the nursery rhyme in chapter #2 
(“Mistress Mary, quite contrary...”).  Do you 
know any other nursery rhymes “by heart”?  
What do you suppose they mean?  Learn 
about each with an adult.  

“It was in this 
Mistress Mary 

arrived at 
Misselthwaite 

Manor and she had 
perhaps never felt so 

contrary in all her 
life.”

a brougham
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READ TIME:  30 minutes (35:42-1:06) / 12 
minutes (1:06-1:18)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 4):
hearth - the brick floor of  a fireplace
cinders - ashes

tapestry - a large decorative piece of 
fabric  (often of a scenic view) hanging on a 
wall

obsequious  - obey s qu i ck l y ; 
submissive

servile - obeys like a servant
salaams - greetings of  peace

haughtily - in a snobby manner
imperious - overbearing & arrogant

vexed - angered 
subservient - helpful like a servant
rustic  - an unsophisticated country 

person
treacle - molasses
victuals - food

novelty - new/interesting
indignant - showing anger or scorn; 

showing a feeling of  having been insulted

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 5):
languid - sluggish; slow; weak
buffeting - punching; hitting; slapping

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. When meeting someone new, how should 

a person act?  Mary will meet new 
people in her new home.   Notice how 
both she, and her new friends act toward 
each other.  

2. Mary, prior to moving to her uncle’s 
manor, rarely spent time outdoors.  She 
learns  many new things as she wanders 
about the gardens.  What are some 
things you like, do, or learn when you 
spend time in nature?  

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1.  How is Martha different from other 

servants Mary has known? (4) 
2. What feelings does  Mary toward  Martha 

when she meets her? Why? (4)  Have you 
ever seen prejudice?  Why might people 
have prejudice toward others?

3. What makes Mary realize that she is 
lonely? (4)

4. What four good things are happening to 
Mary, and why are they 
considered good? (5)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Mary’s sour attitude 

begins to melt the more she 
spends time outdoors.  Take a 
“Wow Walk” outdoors  in 
nature with your parent or 
teacher.  Keep your eyes  open 
for anything new, different, or 
interesting.  When you see 
something in nature that is worth observing, 
shout “wow!” and point to it.  Gather 
around it to observe very closely.  Tell your 
parent or teacher why you feel it’s 
interesting.

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Martha tells Mary about her 12 

brothers and sisters, and how they are poor, 
hungry, and often wander about the moors.  
When Mary complains that she doesn’t 
have any “toys” to play with, Martha says 
her siblings play with sticks and stones.  
Create a “game” with at least 3 rules for 4 
of your friends that involves only 2 items:  
sticks, and stones.   Be creative, play, & have 
fun (without electronics!).

Writing:  (Chapter 4) When Mary first 
meets  the friendly little robin, she realizes 
that she is  lonely.  Describe what keeps you 
from feeling lonely.

“...the fresh wind 
from the moor had 
begun to blow the 

cobwebs out of  her 
young brain and to 

waken her up a 
little.”

a green garden door, like those in the gardens
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READ TIME:  11 minutes (1:19-1:30) / 11 
minutes (1:31-1:42)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 6):
corridors - halls
mahouts - drivers & keepers of  

Indian elephants
palanquins - covered litters (which 

are seats for human passengers) raised on 
poles and carried on the shoulders of  
human bearers (see picture to the right)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 7):
homely - homelike; familiar; not 

attractive
buffeting - punching; hitting; slapping

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. At the beginning of Chapter 6, Mary 

asks  Martha “What do you do in your 
cottage when it rains?”  What do YOU 
like to do when it rains and you can’t go 
outdoors?   Or what do you do when 
you’re bored?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Mary does some exploring inside the 

mansion.  For what is she searching and 
what “toys” does she find? (6)

2. What question does Martha ask Mary 
that is food for thought to her? (7)

3. To what discovery does the robin lead 
Mary? (7)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Mary, when she wanders the halls 

(chapter 6), enjoys  observing the many 
portraits  in the fancy frames of the halls 
(corridors).  Using the gold frame provided 
(Appendix C),  draw or paint a portrait of 
what you think you might have seen 
hanging in the halls of the Misselthwaite 
Manor.  

Grades 3-5: 
1.) When Mary says, frankly, that 

Dickon probably won’t like her if he met 
her (chapter 7),  Martha asks if Mary likes 
herself.  Mary admits  to never having 
thought of that before and responds  with 
“Not at all - really”.  Often times when 
people are mean or negative, it’s because 
they don’t like or respect themselves,  and 
therefore can’t like or respect others.  
Reflect on the actions of 
someone who has been mean 
or negative to you,  or a bully 
you may know.  Why do you 
feel (s)he is  that way?  Do we 
always “see” the hardships  in 
others’ lives?  Although it 
doesn’t excuse bad choices or 
b e h a v i o r, w h a t m i g h t 
contribute to a someone 
treating others poorly? 

After reflecting, write a 
poem or song about what you 
like about yourself and/or what you feel 
makes  YOU unique. (Remember, not all 
poems have to rhyme.)  Read your poem or 
sing your song to someone who supports 
you.

Writing: 
(Chapter 7)  Ben Weatherstaff tells 

Mary that Spring is  coming and she should 
watch fro “crocuses an’ snow drops an’ 
daffy down dillys.”  Write a description of 
your favorite season or time of year, 
including clear images of what you see, 
hear, smell, or feel.

“The wind had 
ceased and a 

brilliant, deep blue 
sky arched high over 

the moorland.  
Never, never had 

Mary dreamed of  a 
sky so blue.”

a palanquin
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READ TIME:  15 minutes (1:42-1:57)/ 16 
minutes (1:57:37 -2:13:53)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 8):
heathen - a non-religious person; 

someone who doesn’t believe in God

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 9):
languid - sluggish; slow; weak

buffeting - punching; hitting; slapping

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Mary admits (Chapter 8) that her 

imagination is awakened by living in a 
mysterious place with secret rooms near 
a garden with secret doors.  What is 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t a w a k e n s y o u r 
imagination? 

2. In chapter 8, Mary is given a gift and 
tries something new.  When trying 
something brand new, how do you 
improve?  What is  something new you 
have tried or would like to try?  

3. Although we don’t think about it often, 
nature is  truly amazing...how things die 
in the winter and come back to life in the 
spring.  What makes nature interesting to 
you? (9)

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Although Martha’s family is  poor and 

has no money, they purchase a gift for 
Mary out of Martha’s earnings.  What is 
the gift, and how does Mary respond to 
it? (8)

2. How is Mary’s discovery of the secret 
garden like her Ayah’s stories? (8)

3. What do you think the crying sound is 
that Mary hears in the halls?  Why do 
you feel everyone is keeping it a secret 
from Mary?  (9)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) When Mary discovers the “secret 

garden” she tries to determine what is alive 
and what is dead.  In the early spring, if you 
look closely, you can find many living things 
poke out of the ground.  Go outside with a 
teacher or parent and try to discover living 
things that have been underground all 
winter.   What do you suppose each green 
point might become when it 
grows tall?  Why do you 
suppose living things stay 
under ground all winter?

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Test yourself with a 

skipping rope, or compete with 
a friend.  How many skips  can 
you do without stopping?  Try 
to beat your,  or your friend’s, 
best “score”.

2.) With a parent or teacher, 
plant a “bulb” (or seeds) and keep a diary or 
daily chart of its growth and development.  
What can you learn by watching nature 
grow?

Writing:
(Chapter 8)  Mary Lennox didn’t cry 

when her Ayah died, but she paid attention 
to her stories  when she was alive, and many 
of the stories  dealt with Magic, a sense of 
wonder, and delight.  Describe something in 
nature that has  this same sense of wonder 
to you.

“Living as it were, 
all by herself  in a 
house with 100 

mysteriously closed 
rooms and having 

nothing whatever to 
do to amuse herself, 
had set her inactive 

brain to working 
and was actually 
awakening her 
imagination.”

a bulb beneath the ground
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READ TIME:  20 minutes (2:14:00-2:34:50)/ 
13 minutes (2:35:01-2:48:18)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 10):
hobnailed - having short nail heads 

hammered into the heel to prevent slipping 
or to add traction

wench - a serving girl
tremulous - trembling; shaking; 

quivering
naught - nothing

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 11):
knobstick - a walking stick
wick - alive / lively

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. When people find purpose, they have a 

new “life” about them.  This  is  true of 
Mary when she finds purpose in tending 
the garden.  What do you hope will be 
your “purpose” in life?  What would you 
like to do when you grow up and do you 
believe it will make you happy?  Why?  
(10)

2. Mary admits  that she she liked old Ben 
Weatherstaff and always wanted to try to 
make him talk to her.  Who is  an adult 
that you like to talk to?  What can 
children learn from adults?  What can 
adults learn from children? (10)

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. W h a t a r e D i c k o n ’ s  p h y s i c a l 

characteristics? (10)  What makes him 
u n i q u e b e s i d e s h i s  p h y s i c a l 
characteristics?

2. How can someone tell if a branch or 
plant i s  “wick” (al ive)?  What 
experiments did Dickon & Mary do to 
determine which plants were alive and 
which are not?

3. Name the 5 “people” that Mary likes. 
(11)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Dickon seems to be able to talk to 

animals, and says that sometimes he 
wonders if he, too,  is an animal. Think of 
an animal and pretend to be that animal.  
What sort of walk and movements  might 
that animal have?  Can other people tell 
which animal you are pretending to be?  
How?

1.) Dickon and Ben both 
seem to “talk” to birds.  Take a 
walk outdoors and listen to all 
the different types of birds.  
How many do you hear?  
What do you suppose each is 
“saying”?

Grades 3-5: 
1.)  (Chapter 10)  Dickon 

says, “Sometimes I think 
p’raps I’m a bird, or a fox, or a 
rabbit, or a squirrel,  or even a 
beetle, and I don’t know it.”  Imagine 
yourself as an animal and write about your 
day (or night) without naming what animal 
you are.   Tell what you do, how you look, 
your habitat, what you eat, your sounds, etc.  
Share your writing.  Are your classmates 
able to identify what animal you are? 

“Mary was an odd, 
determined little 
person, and now 

that she had 
something 

interesting to be 
determined about, 
she was very much 
absorbed, indeed.”



CHAPTER 12-13:  “MIGHT I HAVE A BIT OF EARTH?” / “I AM COLIN” ! PAGE11

Oxford High School Theatre  | The Secret Garden March 20-23, 2013  |  Box Office: (248) 969-5321

READ TIME:  15 minutes (2:48:30-3:03:22 / 
23 minutes (3:03:36-3:26:33)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 12):
governess - a child care-taker

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 13):
Hindustani - a language of northern 

India

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. In Chapter 12, Mary is brought to meet 

Mr. Craven, the master of the mansion.  
What do you picture him to be like?  
Make predictions.

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Mary finally meets Mr. Craven and is 
surprised by what 3 things that he agrees to 
do for her? (12)
2. How is Colin’s life similar to Mary’s life 

in India?  (13)
3. What have we learned about Colin’s 

doctor that leads us to mistrust him? (13)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) In chapter 12, Mary asks her uncle 

for a “bit of earth” where she can tend her 
own garden.  If you were given a “bit of 
earth” what sort of garden would you like 
to grow?  Draw a picture of your own 
“secret garden”, including the plants and 
animals you would want there. 

Grades 3-5: 
1.) When Mary meets Colin in Chapter 

13, she learns many new things  about him.    
We learn about others, especially those we 
don’t understand, by asking questions.  
Choose someone in your class who you 
don’t know very well or would like to know 
better.  Write 5-10 interview questions  then 
interview this classmate.  What new things 
did you learn?  Is it hard to ask questions 

about others without talking about 
yourself ?  How can you continue to learn 
about others and make new friends  as you 
continue through life?   

Writing:
(Chapter 13) Colin says, “It makes  me 

ill to be angry” when he first meets Mary.  
Later,  we read “He had never told anyone 
but Mary that most of his tantrums...grew 
out of his hysterical hidden 
fear.”  Describe a time when 
you were very afraid and how 
you dealt with being afraid.

“The wind 
wuthered so I 

couldn’t go to sleep 
and I heard 

someone crying and 
wanted to find out 

who it was.”

a tapestry
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READ TIME:  20 minutes (3:26:48- 3:46:58)/ 
20 minutes (3:47:13-4:07:20)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 14):
rajah - an Indian prince
reproachfully - showing disapproval

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 15):
herbaceous  - relating to green 

growing plants and herbs

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. How do you think things will change in 

the mansion now that Mary has 
discovered Colin? (14)

2. Do you think Colin can be trusted with 
Mary’s secret?  If so, why?  If not, why 
not? (15)

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Why is Colin kept in bed?  (14)
2. How is Colin like a rajah? (14)
3. Why do you feel Colin believes he will 

die?  Why do you feel he doesn’t want to 
live OR die?  (14)

4. Why was Colin so upset by how people 
treated him when he used to be taken out 
in public?  (15)  What does this tell you 
about how we should treat others who 
we perceive to be “different” from us (i.e. 
in a wheelchair or physically unique, etc.)

5. Why can’t Mr. Craven bear to see his 
own son, Colin? (15)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.)  Colin is mean to others because he 

is  told he will die.   But this is not true.  Do 
an experiment where you seek to “grow a 
garden of kindness”.  Color and cut out a 
flower (Appendix D) and write a different 
person’s name on each flower.   Then, on 
the back, write something nice about each 
person you chose (or have an adult help 

you).  Give your flowers away, and watch 
the kindness grow!  (Or if you are doing this 
activity in class, hang all the flowers in a 
“garden” on the wall to be reminded that 
kindness grows.)

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Colin believes  he is going to die 

because others constantly say he will.  
There is great power and mystery in 
speaking what we believe vs. 
believing what others say.  
Sometimes  we believe good 
things about ourselves, and 
sometimes we believe bad 
things about ourselves.  Make 
a list of 5 GOOD things you 
believe or would like to believe 
about yourself.   Do an 
experiment and see if you can 
make what you believe come 
true.  (For example:  “I believe 
I am friendly, and can make a 
new friend today.” or “I believe I can do 
well on this assignment if I work hard.”)  Is 
believing seeing?

“The moor was blue 
and the whole world 

looked as if  
something Magic 
had happened to 
it...the world was 

waking up.”

a rajah
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READ TIME:  13 minutes (4:07:40-4:20:11) / 
13 minutes (4:20:25-4:33:14)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 16):
self-sacrificing - putting the needs of 

others above one’s own interest
doleful - sad

condescended - stooped; lowered 
oneself  to another’s level or status

obstinate - stubborn

unrelenting - standing strong; won’t 
budge

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 17):
(none)

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. What do you consider to be “selfish”?    

What makes  people selfish or why do you 
think people act selfishly?  Who do you 
think is most selfish:  Mary or Colin?  
Why?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1.  What gifts  does Mary receive in a 

package from Mr. Craven? (16)
2. Colin confesses to Mary about the 

reason/source of his tantrums.  What is 
it? (16)

3. Despite promising never to go back to 
visit Colin, Mary decides, at the end of 
Chapter 16, that she will.   Why do you 
think she decides this?

4. What does Mary do in response to 
Colin’s tantrum that makes him want to 
live and see the secret garden? (17)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) If you could talk to a bird that has 

migrated many places, what would you 
want to say?  If the bird could talk back, 
what would you want to hear about?  Fill 
out the speech bubbles for yourself and the 
bird. (Appendix E)

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Choose 3 unselfish things that you 

can do for others  today (or this week). Be 
specific and list them out.  Re-visit your list 
tomorrow, or later in the week.   What was 
the result of being unselfish with others?  
How have others  (adults or friends) been 
unselfish with you?  Do you think others 
would enjoy hearing that you are grateful 
for the ways  they have been 
unselfish with you?  If so, write 
a thank you note or take the 
time to say “Thank you” in 
person.

“Everything was so 
nice that her 

pleasure began to 
crowd her anger out 

of  her mind.”

a rook
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READ TIME:  12 minutes (4:33:33-4:45:30 / 
19 minutes (4:45:45-5:04:37)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 18):
affectation - pretending; falseness
enraptured - delighted; enchanted

dialect - a type of speech specific to a 
region (such as  the Yorkshire dialect in The 
Secret Garden)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 19):
bromide - a type of  medicine

unscrupulous  -without a sense of 
right and wrong

signet ring - a ring with an initial, 
seal, or monogram

volubly - talkatively
recluse  - a shut-away; a person who 

lives life apart from others
austerely - gravely; soberly; seriously
ravenous - wildly hungry

ecstasy - delight; joy

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Martha says  in Chapter 18 that her 

mother says that the two worst things 
that can happen to a child is  to never to 
have his  own way - or to always to have 
it.  What do you think? (18)  

2. Mary says  in Chapter 18 that she trusted 
Dickon because he talked to birds.   Why 
do you think she felt this made him 
trustworthy?  Mary isn’t sure if she 
should trust Colin.  What makes 
someone trustworthy or not trustworthy?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. As Spring arrives,  what visitors arrive in 

Colin’s room? (19)
2. Why do you think Colin’s doctor says 

Colin shouldn’t get fresh air? (19)  Colin 
says  if there were a doctor who could 
make him forget he were ill instead of 
remembering it,  he would have him 

brought to the Manor.  Why do you feel 
Dr. Craven constantly reminds Colin he 
is sick?

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) If you could have any animal as a 

pet,  what would you choose?  How would 
you care for it or “charm” it?  Draw the 
animal and write about how you would take 
care of this animal (Appendix 

F).  Do you think you could be 
an good animal “charmer” 
like Dickon?

Grades 3-5: 
1 . ) A n a c c e n t i s  a 

difference in speech from 
someone who speaks a different 
language (such as someone 
speaking English with a 
Spanish or French accent).  A 
dialect is a difference in speech 
from someone who speaks the same 
language as you.  What dialects have you 
heard in our country?  (southern dialect, 
etc.)  Try to speak with the Yorkshire 
dialect.  Choose a page from the text of The 
Secret Garden on which Martha or Dickon 
speaks.  Practice with a friend.  What is 
difficult about speaking in another dialect 
(other than your own).  Do you suppose 
people here in Michigan have a specific 
dialect?  

“The garden had 
reached the time 

when every day and 
every night it 
seemed as if  

Magicians were 
passing through it 
drawing loveliness 

out of  the earth and 
the boughs with 

wands.”

delphiniums
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READ TIME:  15 minutes (5:04:50-5:20:07 / 
19 minutes (5:20:22-5:39:56)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 20):
menagerie - animal collection
morbid - related to death or disease; 

gruesome; unhealthy

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 21):
in state - in a ceremonious display 

(showing high social rank or wealth)
imperiously - masterfully; in an 

overbearing manner
gnarled - twisted; knotted

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Dickon says at the beginning of Chapter 

20 that animals are “the same as us, only 
they have to build their homes every 
year”.   In what ways are animals like 
people, and in what ways are animals not 
like people? 

2. The secret garden provides a safe place 
for Mary, Colin, and Dickon to explore 
and discover without feeling judged or at 
risk.  Do you have your own “secret 
garden” - a place outside your house that 
you feel safe and comfortable?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1.  What does Colin say upon his  first visit 

to the secret garden? (20)
2. What is “wrong” with Colin’s legs? (21)
3. What is  the “magic” that happens to 

Colin in the garden?  Do you feel it’s 
magic? (21)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Mary and Colin use the phrase 

“You have my permission to go” with their 
“servants”.  Play a game of “Simon Says” 
with your teacher or parent, replacing 
“Simon Says” with “You have my 
permission...”  

Grades 3-5: 
1.) The author of The Secret Garden seeks 

to help us  “see” the gardens  and trees  at 
Misselthwaite Manor and on the moor 
through her vivid descriptions in Chapter 
20.  Books help us to visualize a world we 
can’t experience through our own senses  of 
sight, smell,  touch, hearing, and taste.  Find 
an adult or friend and a wooded area to 
explore.  Take turns being 
blindfolded, and leading your 
partner (carefully!) through the 
wooded area.  Pick out a tree 
for your partner to touch and 
smell...but not see.   Then take 
your partner away from the 
tree.  Un-blindfold him/her.  
See if your partner can find 
the tree again, simply by 
feeling it. Switch roles and try 
again.  What do you learn 
about nature when you use your 
senses  other than sight (hearing, smell, 
touch, etc.)?  Do you feel it’s important to 
experience nature through ALL our senses?  
Why? 

“The sun fell warm 
upon his face like a 
hand with a lovely 

touch.  And in 
wonder Mary and 
Dickon stood and 
stared at him.  He 
looked so strange 

and different 
because a pink glow 
of  color had actually 
crept all over him -- 
ivory face and neck 
and hands and all.”

a wheelchair of  the early 1900’s
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READ TIME:  10 minutes (5:40:11-5:50:32) / 
24 minutes (5:50:47-6:14:47)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 22):
testily - irritably; angrily
persevered - persisted; stuck to a task

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 23):
sheaves - grooved rims
singular - unique; one of a kind; 

exceptional
fakirs  - holy men of the Hindu faith 

who live by begging or selling goods; 
sometimes believed to have “magic”

dervishes  - members of a Moslem 
sect who practice whirling as a religious act

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Mary says  to Colin often in Chapter 22 

“You can do it!  You can do it!”  There is 
great power in believing you CAN do 
something.  And there is great power in 
believing you CAN’T do something.  
What do you feel about this saying:  
“Whether you believe you can or 
can’t...you are right.”  Tell a story about 
when you believed you could do 
something....and did.

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. Why did Ben continue to prune the roses 

in the secret garden even though the 
master of the house had forbidden going 
there? (22)

2. Which of Colin’s characteristics  does 
Mary criticize and how does Colin plan 
to overcome this flaw?  What two things 
does Colin say he will become?   (23)

3. What is  the scientific experiment that 
Colin wants to try?  (23)

4. Colin says  “You learn things by saying 
them over and over and thinking about 
them until they stay in your mind forever 
and I think it will be the same with 
magic.”  Do you agree?  Could you try 

your OWN experiment with “magic”?  If 
so, what would it be?

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-5: 
The author states  that “If you have 

never had a g arden , you cannot 
understand, and if you have had a garden, 
you will know that it would take a whole 
book to describe all that came to pass 
there.”  If you haven’t already, 
plant some seeds (flowers or 
vegetables) with your teacher 
or parents.  Learn what the 
author means as you tend your 
garden...but remember, it 
takes time and patience!

Grades 3-5: 
1.) In chapter 23, many 

types of flowers are named 
and described.  Research the 
following (image search on 
google):  delphiniums, columbines, 
campanulas,  poppies.  Which do you find 
most beautiful?  Why?

2.)  Write your own poem about Magic, 
using Appendix G. “There must be lots 

of  Magic in the 
world, but people 

don’t know what it is 
like or how to make 

it.  Perhaps the 
beginning is just to 
say nice things are 
going to happen 

until you make them 
happen.”

an Indian fakir 
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READ TIME:   20 minutes (6:15:02-6:35:44) / 
12 minutes (6:36:00-6:48:42)

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 24):
revelation - something revealed or 

made known / shown
copious - plentiful; abundant

mystic  - magical; having to do with 
secret rites or practices

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 25):
boudoir - a bedroom; a sitting room

atrophied - wasted away (when 
muscles get weaker because they’re not 
used)

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Mrs. Sowerby says that the children’s 

play acting will be their joy.  What do 
you enjoy playing? (24)

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1.  What are three things  the children do to 

become strong? (24)
2. According to the robins,  how do humans 

compare to the Eggs? (25)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) Being outdoors gives Colin back his 

appetite and makes  him stronger.  Draw a 
meal (Appendix H) that you feel would 
make you strong.  

Grades 3-5: 
1.)  Imagine wandering a 100-room 

mansion.  What would you most enjoy 
exploring?  Draw or tell a story about “your 
mansion” and what you would find in some 
of  the rooms.

2.) Omniscient viewpoint is the type of 
point of view used in The Secret Garden.  
Using this  method, the author can see, 
know, and describe every character within 
the story, revealing the motivations, actions, 

thoughts, and emotions  of each.  Explore 
the omniscient viewpoint and its unusual 
use in Chapter 25, in which the thoughts of 
the robins are included.  Discuss  how this 
u s e o f the omn i s c i en t v i ewpo in t 
complements the author’s theme of  Magic.

“This is a house of  
mystery, and those 

two children are the 
greatest mysteries in 

it.”

an English robin
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READ TIME: 17 minutes (6:49:00-7:06:26) / 
22 minutes (7:06:45-

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 26):
incantations  - chanting of words 

supposed to have magical powers
lecture - a teaching

doxology - a religious song that gives 
praise to God

blessings - good things

NEW WORDS (CHAPTER 27):
detestation - hatred; loathing
hypochondriac  - a person who is 

constantly anxious and sad about his  health 
and likely to imagine that he is suffering 
from imagined illnesses and diseases

PARENT/TEACHER PRE-READ DISCUSSIONS:
1. Mary feels  great respect for Martha and 

Dickon’s mother, even though she’s never 
met her.  What are some things  you 
appreciate about YOUR mother?  (26)

2. Chapter 27 will remind us that “Where 
you tend a rose, a thistle can not grow”.  
Do you hope to be the kind of person 
who tends roses  (good thoughts) or 
thistles  (bad thoughts).  What difference 
do you feel each would make in your life?

PARENT/TEACHER POST-READ QUESTIONS:
1. What advice does Susan Sowerby give 

Colin? (26)
2. What happens to Mr. Craven on the 

same day that Colin announces he will 
live for ever? (27)

HOME/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:
Grades K-2: 
1.) With an adult, find a stick that can 

become your “Magic wand”.  Use this 
wand to give a blessing (a wish for 
something good) to another member of 
your family or class.  (Find as  many friends 
or family members  as you can to also play 

along.) What would you wish for if you had 
“magic”?  What would you wish for others?

Grades 3-5: 
1.) Readers’ Theatre is  an opportunity 

to help students improve their fluency and 
comprehension by role-playing.  Chapter 26 
is  full of conversation and can easily be 
made into a script with dialogue for 5 
players:  Dickon, Colin, Ben, Mary, and 
Susan.  Readers’ Theatre is 
like staged reading, but the 
emphasis is on dialogue rather 
than movement.  Stage the 
script several times, until all 
students have participated and 
have increased inflection and 
fluency.

2.  The beginning of 
Chapter 27 reads “In each 
n e w c e n t u r y s i n c e t h e 
beginning o f the world 
wonderful things have been 
discovered.  In the last century more 
amazing things were found out than in any 
century before.  In this new century 
hundreds of things still more astounding 
will be brought to light.  At first people 
refuse to believe that a strange new thing 
can be done, then they begin to hope it can 
be done, then they see it can be done -- 
then it is done and all the world wonders 
why it was not done centuries ago.”  With 
an adult research some of the greatest 
inventions or discoveries throughout the 
centuries.  Which do you feel had the 
biggest impacts?

“The Magic works 
best when you work, 

yourself.”

a trowel
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WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A PLAY & 
A MUSICAL?
A musical is  like a play, but the story is told 
through speech AND songs.  Very 
emotional moments  are also told through 
music in musicals.   The music helps  create a  
“feeling” for the audience.

HOW ARE BOOKS CHANGED TO MUSICALS?
The musical version of The Secret Garden is 
the same story as the book.  However,  it 
doesn’t take as long to watch a musical as it 
does  to read a book.  Also, since musicals 
are SEEN, rather than READ, there are 
more artistic choices made by the writers of 
a musical so that the story is interesting to 
watch.

In the musical,  The Secret Garden, one 
artistic difference is that there are 
characters called “Dreamers” (which are 
all of the non-living people from Mary’s 
life).  These characters help to guide Mary 
in her new life as  she travels to England, 
wanders the halls  of the mansion,  and finds 
Colin and eventually the Secret Garden.  
These characters are “all-knowing” and see 
things that the living characters  in the 
musical don’t.  They also give important 

information to the audience, acting as 
narrators.  In Oxford High School’s 
performance of The Secret Garden, these 
characters are all dressed in white so you 
know who they are.  

COMING TO THE MUSICAL
If you see a show on stage, it is  important 
that you understand theatre etiquette.  Here 
are some things to remember:

1.) Because people watch a musical 
with an entire audience of other people, it is 
important to stay quiet so others can enjoy 
the musical also.

2.)  There is a “break” during the show 
called “Intermission”.   It is  usually half-
way through the show (between Act I & Act 
II).  During Intermission the audience can 
go to the bathroom or get snacks.  It is 
considered rude to come late, or leave the 
theatre before Intermission unless it’s an 
emergency.  

3.)  For High School theatre, the actors 
come out to the lobby after the show.  You 
can meet the  actors  if you like after our 
production.  Be sure to meet the characters 
you liked most!  They hope to meet YOU!

Any story that is 
turned into a 

musical must be 
adapted for the 

stage.  

Come see the 
beloved story of  The 
Secret Garden come to 
life before your eyes 
on Oxford’s stage!

Dreamers guide Mary in her new life Dickon in the garden
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If  I could talk to a bird, I would ask...

Appendix E



How to charm a _________________________________ (animal)

If  I could have any animal as a pet, I would choose a 
_____________________________.  I would feed it 
__________, ____________, and ____________. I 
would take it everywhere I go, including 
___________________________________________.  
I would love my animal and talk to it.  I would tell it 
“___________________________________________
__________________”...because I am an animal 
charmer!

Appendix F

(draw your “pet” animal)



“Magic”
(adapted from Colin’s words on page 232 of  The Secret Garden)

by __________________________________

The sun is shining - the sun is shining.
That is Magic.

The ________________________ is/are _______________________ing
The ________________________ is/are _______________________ing

That is Magic.
Being _____________________ is Magic.  
Being _____________________ is Magic.
The Magic is in me -- The Magic is in you.

It’s in every one of  us.
It’s in _________________________________
It’s in _________________________________

Magic!
Magic!

Appendix G
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